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Fall  Event  2000  —  A  Millennium  Success  Story 

By  Sandy  Martz,  Fall  Event  Coordinator 


A  holiday  gathering  of  the  Fall  Event  Committee. 
Thanks  to  these  members  and  other  volunteers,  this  year's  Event  was  outstanding. 

What  began  as  a  modest  garage  sale  eighteen  years 
ago  has  evolved  into  a  multi-dimensional  event  of 
staggering  proportions.  Selwyn  House  School's 
Fall  Event  is  an  exciting  happening  attended  by  members  of 
the  entire  Selwyn  House  family  as  well  as  the  Selwyn  House 
community  at  large. 

"Beyond  our  wildest  dreams"  is  beginning  to  sound  like 
a  cliche,  but  once  again,  we  are  at  a  loss  for  words  in 
describing  our  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  exhilaration.  We 
measure  this  success  on  many  levels.  In  dollars,  our  net 
profit  hovers  at  $89,000,  representing  an  increase  of 
$15,000  over  last  year.  More  importantly,  this  symbolizes 
the  spirit  and  good  will  of  the  Selwyn  House  Community, 
which  cannot  be  measured.  The  commitment  and  co- 
operative efforts  of  our  very  dedicated  Fall  Event 
Committee,  Selwyn  House  faculty  and  staff,  students,  Old 
Boys  and  current  and  alumni  parents  combined  to  ensure 
that  we  would  accomplish  the  goals  we  set  for  ourselves. 

Continued  on  Page  4 
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Parents  Alison  Matheson,  left, 
and  Sandy  Martz,  Coordinator 

Continued  from  Page  3 

Fall  Event  2000  began  Thursday  evening,  October  26, 
with  the  opening  of  the  Silent  Auction  and  a  cocktail  party. 
On  Friday,  the  Silent  Auction  continued,  along  with  a 
cocktail  hour,  the  Food  Fair,  Bake  Sale,  Craft  Fair,  and  our 
newly  initiated  "Haunted  House."  Festivities  continued 
Saturday  with  our  Giant  Garage  Sale,  and  ongoing  sales  of 
our  famous  lasagnas,  quiches  and  raffle  tickets. 

Highlights: 

Silent  Auction:  This  event  was  most  capably  co- 
ordinated by  Sheila  Jablonski  and  Tracy  Weinrich,  who  did 
an  amazing  job.  There  were  ninety-seven  tabulous  items, 
including  many  packages,  which  impressed  the  most 
sceptical  of  bidders!  A  most  spectacular  hand-made  Selwyn 
House  quilt  was  snapped  up  for  the  guaranteed  bid 
Thursday  night  by  Maria  and  Alex  Zammit,  who 
generously  plan  to  donate  it  back  to  the  School.  At  9:00  pm 
Friday,  when  the  final  bell  was  rung,  the  Silent  Auction  had 
amassed  $53,890. 

Raffle:  For  two  dollars,  buyers  had  a  chance  to  win  one 
of  145  exciting  and  valuable  prizes  (value  totalling 
Si  1,500).  Janet  Bourke  and  Jill  Sutton  were  a  big  help  in 
gathering  all  of  these,  as  well  as  many  of  the  Silent  Auction 
items.  The  grand  prize  winner  of  the  hockey  stick  signed  by 
Saku  Koivu  was  Barbara  Molson. 

Home,  Food  and  Craft  Fair:  Food  for  the  cocktail 
parties  was  coordinated  by  Nathalie  Melnikoff.  Included  in 
coordinating  the  Craft  and  Multicultural  Pantry  were  Ingrid 
Bryson,  Wallv  Fish,  Teri  Gnaedinger,  Alison  Matheson,  and 


Christopher  Sarlos,  2B,  never  thought  the  pumpkin  seed 

he  planted  would  grow  so  big.  A  seasonal  addition 

to  the  Silent  Auction. 

Kristin  Shannon.  As  we  have  come  to  expect,  Anna  Rochon, 
once  again,  exquisitely  and  tastefully  transformed  the 
dining  room  for  this  and  the  Silent  Auction. 

Bake  Sale:  Coordinated  by  Salam  Balaghi,  we  had  a 
tantalizing  array  of  baked  delicacies.  The  boys  got  first 


Vince  Guzzo  '86  bids  on — and  wins — the  giant  Jacob  Bear 
at  the  Silent  Auction. 
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The  Martz  brothers,  Eric,  10B,  and  Richard  '97  man  the 
cash  during  the  weekend's  activities. 

choice  during  morning  recess.  A  donation  of  800  Nestle 
chocolate  bar  milkshakes  helped  many  a  boy  wash  down  the 
cookies,  cupcakes,  brownies,  etc.  By  Friday  evening,  all  six 
tables  were  sold  out. 

Lasagnas  and  Quiches:  The  preparation  tor,  and 
execution  of,  the  Cooking  Weekend  was  handled  by  a  truly 
professional  team:  Cathy  Govan,  Alison  Matheson,  Tracey 
Wathier  and  Maria  Zammit  (who  handled  the  mammoth 
task  of  cooking  all  the  noodles).  This  production  would  not 
be  possible  without  the  generous  ingredient  donation  from 
the  Zammit  family.  A  big  'thank  you'  to  Sonja  and  Tim 
Dawson,  who  are  responsible  for  the  attractive  and 
functional  new  packaging.  According  to  popular  opinion, 
our  millennium  lasagnas  surpassed  those  of  last  year.  They 
and  the  quiches  were  nearly  all  sold  out  within  two  weeks. 

Haunted  House:  The  Elementary  School  boys  had  a  ball 
in  the  eerily  transformed  biology  lab.  Coordinated  by  Maria 
Zammit,  Helena  Hodhod,  and  Liane  Samuel,  and 
supported  by  a  team  of  Grade  1  moms,  the  Haunted  House 
was  a  major  hit.  Middle  School  students  were  a  big  help. 
Each  visitor  received  a  free  bag  of  treats. 

Alison  Matheson  coordinated  a  team  of  more  than  150 
volunteers  to  set  up  and  staff  the  various  activities.  The 
Lucas  Gym  was  jam-packed,  and  furniture  sales 
skyrocketed.  Crowd  control  was  necessary  for  the  New 
Shoes  Sale,  where  people  waited  in  line  over  twenty  minutes 
for  the  best  deals  in  town  on  over  1 ,000  pairs  of  shoes  and 
boots.  New  clothing  and  new  merchandise  sales  were  wild. 
The  Pumpkin  Sale  involved  father-and-son  teams  on  a 
Saturday  morning.  Other  invaluable  committee  members 
whose  names  have  not  yet  been  mentioned  are:  Valerie 


Silent  Auction  coordinators  Tracy  Weinrich  and 
Sheila  Jablonski. 

Brooks  (alumni  parent),  Barbara  Campbell,  Danielle  Kraus- 
Munzar,  Joanne  Margel,  Elissa  Meadow,  Carol  Papich, 
Heather  Potter,  Reggie  Robbins,  and  Najwa  Sallman 
(Publicity). 

Donations 
At    Founder's    Day   on    November   22nd,    the    Parent 
Volunteers    were    very    proud    to    make    the    following 
donations: 

•  $20,000  to  the  Selwyn  House  School  Capital  Campaign. 

•  $25,000  to  the  Selwyn  House  School  Trip  Fund,  which 
subsidizes  academic  and  athletic  trips. 

•  $10,000  to  the  Haematology-Oncology  Department  of 
the  Montreal  Children's  Hospital. 

•  $10,000  toward  updating  computer  technology  at  Selwyn 
House  School. 

•  $3,000  to  the  Conrad  H.  Harrington  Scholarship  Fund. 

•  $2,000  to  the  Nancy  Pitfield  Memorial  Fund,  Canadian 
Cancer  Society. 

•  $1,500  to  each  of  the  following: 

-  Centre  for  the  Arts  in  Human  Development  at 

Concordia  University  (creative  arts  therapy  for 
developmentally  disabled  young  adults). 

-  Lucky  Harvest  Project  (therapeutic  horseback  riding 

for  handicapped  children). 
•$1,000  to: 

-  Westmount  Park  School  to  help  provide  eyeglasses  for 

needy  students. 

-  Free  the  Children. 

A  heartfelt  'thank  you'  goes  to  everyone  who  played  a 
part,  big  or  small,  in  this  memorable  and  rewarding 
endeavour. 
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Lt.  Ferst  points  out  to  Head  Prefect  Thomas  Constantinescu  the 

name  of  one  of  the  Selwyn  House  Old  Boys  who  died 

in  the  Second  World  War. 


Remembrance  Day 

Remembrance  Day 
2000  ceremonies 
at  Selwyn  House 
commemorated  Canada's 
Unknown  Soldier  and 
discussed  the  changing 
perception  of  war  in  our 
time. 

The  guest  speaker, 
Ltv/Lt  (N)  Peter  B.  Ferst, 
served  in  the  Royal  Navy 
in  Britain  before  coming 
to  Canada  in  1970, 
where  he  joined  the 
Canadian  Reserves  and 
became  very  actively 
involved  in  the  Canadian 
Cadet  Movement. 

Lt.  Ferst  began  his 
speech  with  a  tribute  to 
the  Unknown  Soldier, 
who  was  brought  back 
from  France  to  his  final 
resting  place  in  Ottawa 
last  May.  "I  would  like  to  tell  you  his  name,  but  I  cannot," 
Lt.  Ferst  said,  "Nobody  knows.  He  is  known  only  to  God." 

Lt.  Ferst  recalled  how  the  war  affected  lire  in  the  small 
town  he  grew  up  in.  "There  was  not  a  household  in  that 
town  that  did  not  lose  somebody,"  he  said.  "When  I  was  in 
primary  school,  I  never  saw  one  male  teacher." 

World  War  I  was  called  the  Great  War,  he  said,  "Because 
there  wasn't  supposed  to  be  another  one." 

Despite  its  horror,  the  First  World  War  "was  a  defining 
moment  in  our  history."  The  conflict  gave  rise  to  what  Lt. 
Ferst  described  as  "the  idea  that  perhaps  there  was  a  better 
way  of  settling  our  differences  than  by  killing  each  other. 

"For  those  of  us  who  were  born  during  peacetime,  all 
wars  appear  to  be  far  removed  from  our  daily  activities,"  Lt. 
Ferst  reminded  the  Selwyn  House  students.  "Perhaps  you 
really  don't  have  anything  to  remember,  because  you  didn't 
know  anyone  involved  in  war. 

"Every  so  often  when  we  go  about  our  normal  pursuits, 
not  just  this  Remembrance  week,  please  let  us  think  about 
the  Unknown  Soldier." 

Shielded  from  the  impact 
of  their  decision 

Senior  English  teacher  Patrick  Shannon  recounted  a  tale 
from  his  own  family  history,  telling  how,  during  World  War 
II  his  father  longed  to  join  his  brother,  who  was  flying 
bombing  missions  in  France. 

"It  was  1943  and  my  father  felt  that  combat,  when  he 
joined  it,  would  be  like  a  football  game,"  Shannon  recalled. 


"But  Uncle  Bob  could 
never  care  about  anything 
again,  after  he  vapourized 
a  French  farmer  and  his 
horse,  which  he  had 
mistaken  for  the  enemy." 

Shannon  explained 
that  his  father  and  uncle 
were  "shielded  from  the 
full  impact  of  their 
decision  by  the  jingoism 
of  the  time." 

We  now  know,  he 
said,  that  wars  seldom 
result  in  a  lasting  peace, 
and  that  national  interests 
are  partly  economic. 

"They  were  more 
naive  than  we  are," 
Shannon  said,  "though  to 
say  so  sounds  dis- 
respectful. I  can  admire 
them,  and  thank  them, 
and  pity  them.  There's  no 


contradiction." 

Shannon  acknowledged  contradiction,  however,  in  his 
own  feeling  about  the  thought  of  his  own  sons  one  day 
going  to  war.  "I  think  they  should  fight;"  he  said,  "I  wish 
they  would  not." 

Wynnyn  Chan,  6B,  gave  a  reading  on  the  origin  of  the 
poppy  as  a  symbol  of  remembrance,  and  Daniel  Palardy,  8B, 
read  the  poem  "In  Flanders  Fields." 

Prelect  Daniel  Wilner,  11C,  gave  a  speech  in  which  he 
mentioned  his  cousin — only  two  years  older  than  he — who 
is  currently  standing  by  to  serve  in  the  Israeli  army,  and 
family  members  who  live  near  a  main  battleground  in  Israel. 
"In  this  vulnerable  position,  we  are  not  alone,"  Wilner 
reminded  his  colleagues. 

"Is  there,  simply,  nothing  to  be  done  about  war?"  Daniel 
asked.  "We  should  hope  not.  Rather,  there  is  nothing  simple 
that  can  be  done."  He  mentioned  that  Canada's 
peacekeeping  efforts,  of  which  we  should  be  proud,  "have 
proved  effective  in  the  reduction  of  world  violence." 

Daniel  concluded  with  a  quote  from  a  1932  letter 
written  by  Albert  Einstein  to  Sigmund  Freud:  "Unless  our 
civilization  achieves  the  moral  strength  to  overcome  evil,  it 
is  bound  to  share  the  fate  of  former  civilizations:  decline  and 
decay." 

The  ceremony  concluded  with  a  reading  from  the  Book 
of  Ecclesiasticus  by  Head  Prefect  Thomas  Constantinescu, 
1 1A,  and  a  reading  of  the  names  of  Selwyn  House  Old  Boys 
who  died  in  war. 
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Selwyn  House  gives  $27,033  from  Terry  Fox  Run 


On  December  20,  Peter  Sheremeta  of  the  National  Terry  Fox  Foundation  came  to  Selwyn  House  to  receive  a  cheque  for 
$27,033  raised  by  the  School  this  year  through  the  Terry  Fox  Run.  In  the  thirteen  years  in  which  Selwyn  House  has  been 
participating  in  the  Run,  the  School  has  raised  over  $225,000.  The  money  goes  to  the  National  Cancer  Institute  of  Canada. 


SHS  students  raise  $1,600 
for  Kidney  Foundation 

Selwyn  House  School  raised  more  money  for  the 
Canadian  Kidney  Foundation  than  any  other  school  in 
Canada  last  Halloween. 

SHS  students  raised  $1,600  through  the  sale  of  special 
Foundation  bags  of  peanuts  and  gumdrops  to  SHS  parents. 
Under  the  direction  of  teachers  Lynn  Mastellotto  and 
Johanne  Werbiski,  the  bags  were  distributed  to  each 
homeroom  by  Grade  9  and  1 1  students. 

In  all,  531  bags  were  sold.  The  money  will  help  pay  for 
83  different  research  projects  (29  of  these  in  Quebec),  as 
well  as  scholarships,  public  education  and  summer  camp 
programmes. 

"The  future  is  full  of  hope,"  said  Mr.  Philippe  Vincent, 
Coordinator  for  the  Montreal  Chapter  of  the  Canadian 
Kidney  Foundation,  as  he  received  the  Selwyn  House 
donation  at  the  Founder's  Day  Assembly  on  November  22.  . 


Thank  you,  Jean.  Hello,  Jill 


For  the  past  year,  Jean  Stutsman  (left)  worked  with  the 
School  in  the  Advancement  Office  as  Fundraising  Counsel 
for  the  Capital  Campaign.  Jean  is  now  working  at 
establishing  the  John  Abbott  College  Foundation.  We  wish 
her  well. 

Jill  Higgins  (right)  joined  the  staff  in  January  as  an 
assistant  in  the  Advancement  Office.  She  is  no  stranger  to 
Selwyn  House,  being  a  sister  of  Peter  '89  and  Doug  '84,  and 
daughter  of  Janice  Higgins,  Library  volunteer. 


7 


February  2001 


ary      School      News 

Band  Awards  -  October,  2000 


Influence  positive  sur  la  classe 
Progres  remarquables  en  francais 
Cunosite  intellectuelle 


Kindergarten     A 

David  Dupont 
Valery  Peker 
Charles  Laplante 


B 

Noah  Daoust 
Dat  Nguyen 
David  Smith 


Positive  influence  within  the  class 
Intellectual  curiosity 


Grade  1 


Samuel  Hodhod 
Jake  Levy 


Erik  Samuel 
Jonathan  Kwok 


Positive  influence  within  the  class 
Intellectual  curiosity 


Grade  2 


Nikki  Papich 
Michael  Smith 


Victor  Bui 
Nicholas  Backman 


Grade  3 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning  Andrew  Dennis 

Joshua  Hanek 
Stewart  Wiseman 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others  Max  Cronin 

Jesse  Graff 

Evan  Hallward 


Elliot  Burrows 
Charles  Chan 


Bjorn  Dawson 
Francesco  Grassi 


Grade  4 

Positive  attitude  and  commitment  to  learning  Philippe 

Garneau-Halliday 
Louis  Gervais 

Responsible  attitude  towards  himself  and  others  Stephen  Albers 

Evren  Boisjoli 


Buffy  Boyd 
Derek  Burrows 
Gregory  Sheppard 

Robert  Carle 
Mark  Haichin 
Thomas  Nichols 


Esprit  de  cooperation 


Progres  remarquables  en  francais 
Attitude  positive  face  a  l'apprentissage 


Grade  5 


James  Bloomfield 
Olivier  Laroche 


Andrew  Fitzpatrick 
Ramin  Mohsenin 


Luca  Melnychuk 
Zachary  Rosenthal 
James  Rossy 

Alexandre  Le 


Kevin  Luo  Dylan  Brophy 

William  MacCulloch      Andrej  Pavlovic 


Esprit  de  cooperation 


Progres  remarquables  en  francais 


Grade  6 


Robert  Abelson 
Jason  Leopold 


Mathew  Buchanan 
David  Oliver 


Kyle  Burrows 
Wynnyn  Chan 
Daniel  Knecht 

Daniel  Cohen 


Attitude  positive  face  a  l'apprentissage 


Charles-Edouard  Gavin  Kenneally 

Bonaldo-Bourque      Rehman  Manji 
Robert  Hinrichsen 
Dino  Zammit 
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Elementary  School  Play 


The  Magical  Pied  Piper  ofHamelin 


D 


In  the  photo  above,  Fairy  Bibbelthwaite  (Kyle  Burrows)  talks  to  the  Pied  Piper 

(Frederic-Andre  Vennat).  Below,  the  Mayor,  played  by  Jamie  Bloomfield, 

confronts  the  Vice  Mayor  (Willy  Harris).   Below,  right,  Patrick  Levy  and  Fraser 

Usher-Jones  as  members  of  the  Kitty-Cat  Patrol. 


ecember  15... what  a  magical 
evening,  especially  for  those 
who  watched  the  talented 
young  actors  who  participated  in  this 
years  Elementary  School  production, 
The  Magical  Pied  Piper  ofHamelin. 

As  the  house  lights  came  down,  and 
I  was  sitting  beside  the  stage,  I 
suddenly  realized  that  there  was 
nothing  more  I  could  do,  and  that  the 
rest  of  the  evening  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  boys.  By  the  opening  number,  I 
had  unclenched  my  fists.  After  Fairy 
Bibbelthwaite's  beautiful  ballad,  I 
allowed  myself  to  crack  a  smile.  When 
thirty  little  rats  scurried  onto  the  stage, 
I  broke  into  a  full  grin,  and  by  the  time 
the  Kitty  Cat  Patrol  did  their  "can- 
can," I  was  in  tears. 

The  boys  surpassed  all  of  my 
expectations  and  I  was  bursting  with 
pride.  Their  hard  work  of  over  two 
months  had  finally  come  to  fruition. 
We  had  such  a  wonderful  time 
producing  this  year's  show,  and  as  can 
be  seen  by  the  number  of  participants 
in  the  production  (approximately 
sixty),  these  boys  have  certainly  caught 
the  acting  bug. 

Until  next  year, 
Julie  Heath,  Director 
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Students  end  term  on  musical  note 


Selwyn  House 

students  ended 

their  fall  term  in  a 

musical  mood. 
On  December  6, 
the  Grade  3  choir, 

led  by  Marie 

Forte,  entertained 

the  crowd  at  the 

Toy  Tea  at 

Ogi  Ivy's 

Department 

Store. 

On  November 

29,  a  group  of 

Grade  8  students 

enjoyed  a  private 

chat  with  violinist 

Itzhak  Perlman, 

seen  here 

surrounded  by 

eager  students 

and  teachers. 

Thanks  to  the 

Bloomfield  family 

for  arranging  this 

opportunity. 
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Middle  School  Honour  Roll 


7A 

Jordan  Airman 

Andrew  Bloomfield 

Garerh  Brown 

Philip  Clark 

Aaron  Esterson 

Brian  Hodhod 

Charles  Madon 

Ian  Marheson 

Philip  Smith 

Kyle  Spiller 

Michael  Sutton 

Benjamin  Wilner 

High  Honours  -  Jason  Coviensky 

All  5'sfor  Effort  -  Jason  Coviensky 

8A 

Jordan  Benjamin 

Christopher  Brun 

Max  Graham 

Alex  Kaluza 

Thomas  Kirk 

Michael  Lazar 

Ivan  Neilson 

Valter  Pinchiaroli 

David  Smucker 

Alexis  Youssef 

All  5 's  for  Effort  -  David  Smucker 


December,  2000 

7B 

Alex  Chau 
James  Coulton 
Bronson  Kiu 
Patrick  Malouf 
Brendan  Munzar 
Nicholas  Schouela 
Jonathan  Shen 
Nichoas  Thorpe 
Alexander  Williams-Zannis 
High  Honours  -  Stefan  Luu, 
Christopher  Yee  Wong 


8B 

Ben  Albright 

Charles  Ayas 

Michael  Bowey 

Alex  Browman 

Sean  Duffy 

Ben  Meadow 

Thomas  Morse 

Charles  Paiement 

Daniel  Palardy 

Beno  Shell-Schnitzer 

Vladimir  Stepanov 

Joseph  Stonehouse 

High  Honours  —  Shawn  Errunza,  Justin 

Tan 
All 5'sfor  Effort-  Ben  Albright,  Shawn 

Errunza,  Daniel  Palardy,  Justin  Tan 


7C 

Sung  Jun  Bae 
Aaron  Besner 
Rabib   Chaudhury 
David  Di  Miele 
Alexander  Hayne 
Aditya  Pathak 
Olivier  Saleh 

Charles-Alexandre  Vennat 
High  Honours  -  Mani  Alaei 
All  5'sfor  Effort  -  Mani  Alaei 


8C 

Andrew  April 
Justin  Bahlis 
Sean  Brophy 
Christopher  Karaplis 
Tom  Paterson 
Arne  Peterson 
Lee  Rovinescu 
Moses  Tannenbaum 
Paul  Tsoukas 

High  Honours  -  William  Martin-Chin 
All  5'sfor  Effort  -  William  Martin- 
Chin,  Lee  Rovinescu 


Veritas  Players  stage  original  play 


On  December  4th  and  5th,  The 
Veritas  Players  performed  The 
King  and  Us  for  their  peers, 
teachers  and  parents.  An  artistic  and 
pedagogical  experiment,  The  King  and 
Us  was  entirely  conceived,  written, 
directed,  performed,  designed  and 
executed  by  the  Grade  8  and  9  students 
that  make  up  The  Veritas  Players. 

A  social  satire  of  sorts,  the  play  is  set 
in  an  everyland  in  which  the  King  is 
murdered.  The  King's  two  advisers  then 
take  it  upon  themselves  to  find  a  new 
King.  They  announce  that  interviews 
will  be  held  immediately  at  the  royal 
court  for  all  interested.  Only  the  most 
eclectic  and  fascinating  candidates  make  their  way  to  the 
palace  for  this  unique  opportunity. 

With  two  performances  during  school  hours,  the  actors, 
lighting  and  sound  operators  had  a  chance  to  work  out  the 
kinks  for  the  final  evening  performance  for  parents  and 
friends.   I   could  not  have  been   more  proud  to  see  the 


Robin  Paterson,  an  international 
theatre  designer  and  friend,  joined  me 
for  this  special  project,  focusing  his 
teaching  on  the  design  elements  of 
theatre.  He  covered  set,  lighting,  sound 
and  costume  in  a  series  of  lectures  with 
the  boys  this  fall  and  was  equally 
delighted  by  the  final  result. 

It  was  important  for  both  Robin 
and  me  that  the  boys  have  a  sense  of 
ownership  of  the  play,  which  meant 
that  they  would  have  to  be  trusted  to 
lead  their  project  through  to  the  end. 
There  were  many  heated  debates  over 
censorship,  validity  of  the  idea,  and  the 
overall  message  of  the  play.  These  were 


astounding  improvements  they  made  in  so  short  a  time. 


From  left,  Maurice  Knecht,  Emanuel 

Simon  and  Matt  Litvack  in  a  scene 

from  The  King  and  Us. 

signs  of  a  healthy  artistic  process.  Ultimately,  we  may  have 
interfered  a  little  too  much,  but  we  learned  a  great  deal,  and 
next  time  it  will  be  easier  for  us  to  trust  their  scope  and 
ability. 

Watch  for  a  series  of  short  films  written,  directed  and 
acted  by  The  Veritas  Players  this  spring. 

Alex  Ivanovici,  Drama  Teacher 
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Selwyn  House  Public  Speakers  Sweep  Tournament 


by  Dan  Wilner,  11C 

Victories  are  often  sweet,  but 
this  one  was  phenomenal. 
Selwyn  House's  Senior  public 
speakers  succeeded  exceptionally  well 
at  this  years  annual  International 
Independent  Schools'  Public  Speaking 
League  Tournament,  one  of  the  largest 
and  most-respected  high  school 
tournaments  in  the  world. 

The  competition,  held  this  year  at 
Royal  St.  George's  College  in  Toronto 
from  October  18  to  23,  involved  forty- 
nine  teams  and  147  speakers  from 
countries  around  the  world,  including 
Canada,  the  United  States,  Argentina, 
Scotland,  England  and  Cyprus. 
Students  were  billeted  by  families  from 
the  school,  as  well  as  at  a  boys' 
elementary  and  high  school  similar  to 
Selwyn  House. 

The  competition  itself  requires  that 
participants  be  well-rounded,  with  a 
variety  of  strengths.  Speakers  must 
choose  three  out  of  nine  events  of 
public  discourse,  ranging  from  After- 
Dinner,  Persuasive,  and  Impromptu 
Speaking  to  Parliamentary  Debate  and 
Radio  Newscast.  In  at  least  one  of  the 
events,  competitors  must  go  in 
unprepared,  which  requires  an  ability 
to  think  spontaneously  on  one's  feet. 
Each  speaker  competes  in  two 
preliminary  rounds  for  each  of  his 
three  events.  After  the  preliminaries, 
finals  are  held  for  each  event. 

This  year's  three-man  team, 
expertly  coached  by  Senior  English 
teacher  Kathi  Biggs,  was  a 
powerhouse.  It  comprised  two  veteran 
speakers  —  Luke  Reid,  1 1 B,  and  Dan 
Wilner,  11C  —  who  competed 
proficiently  at  last  year's  tournament  in 
Calgary,  as  well  as  a  first-year  speaker, 
Adrian  Gaty,  1 1 C,  a  seasoned  (and 
feared)  debater.  Adrian  competed  in 
the  Parliamentary  Debate, 

Extemporaneous  Speaking,  and  After- 


From  left:  Luke  Reid,  Dan  Wilner  and  Adrian  Gaty  with  their 

winning  trophies. 


Dinner  Speaking  events;  Luke  in 
Persuasive  Speaking,  Interpretative 
Reading,  and  Impromptu  Speaking; 
and  Dan  in  After-Dinner  Speaking, 
Interpretative  Reading,  and  Radio 
Newscast.  Diversity  of  speaking 
strengths  greatly  helped  to  carry  this 
team  to  its  resounding  success. 

The  team's  preparations  were 
intense  and  intensive.  Speeches  for  the 
prepared  rounds  were  drafted  and  then 
carefully  crafted  into  their  final  forms 
through  multiple  revisions.  Deliveries 
were  then  perfected  through  constant 
rehearsal,  no  detail  too  minute  for 
scrutiny.  Even  unprepared  events  —  in 
which  only  the  format,  but  not  the 
topic,  of  the  event  is  known  before  the 
round  itself  —  were  practised.  Indeed, 
the  art  of  public  speaking  requires  not 
only  a  degree  of  natural  ability  but, 
perhaps  more  importantly,  a  great  deal 
of  dedication  in  order  to  surmount  the 
hours  of  demanding  work  required  to 


prepare  adequately. 

The  rigour  of  the  preparation  is 
surpassed  only  by  that  of  the 
tournament  itself.  After  having  arrived 
in  Toronto  on  Wednesday,  the 
following  day  the  team  began  four 
days  of  gruelling  competition.  For 
individual  speakers  and  teams  to  be 
successful,  each  member  must 
maintain  a  consistently  solid 
performance  in  each  of  his  preliminary 
rounds,  which  requires  a  great  deal  of 
sustained  energy  and  nerves  of  steel. 

Although  Thursday  to  Sunday  were 
mostly  taken  up  by  competition,  the 
team  had  some  time  to  relax  and 
explore  the  city  of  Toronto.  Certainly, 
the  (touristic)  highlight  of  the  trip 
occurred  on  Thursday  night  when  the 
team  viewed  an  evening  production  of 
The  Lion  King,  the  highly  acclaimed 
Broadway  extravaganza,  which  now 
also  enjoys  Toronto  success.  The  show, 
a  spectacle  of  dazzling  visual  effects, 
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provided  a  welcome  respite  from  the  intense  competition. 
The  preliminary  rounds  ended  at  noon  on  Saturday,  giving 
competitors  and  coaches  alike  a  much-needed  afternoon  off 
to  rest  and  enjoy  an  organized  tour  of  the  city,  ending  in  a 
visit  to  the  CN  Tower. 

The  pressure  was  not  off,  however.  The  standings  in  the 
preliminary  rounds  would  determine  the  finalists  in  their 
respective  categories.  The  finalists  were  announced  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  the  final  rounds  of  each  event  — 
which  would  decide  the  winners  —  took  place  over  the  rest 
of  the  day.  All  three  of  the  Selwyn  House  speakers  made 
finals  in  at  least  one  event:  Adrian  in  Parliamentary  Debate, 
Luke  in  Impromptu  Speaking,  and  Dan  in  all  three  of  his 
events.  Adrian  went  on  to  finish  fifth  in  Debating,  Luke 
took  first  in  Impromptu,  winning  the  event,  and  Daniel 
placed  second  in  Reading,  third  in  After-Dinner,  and  fifth 
in  Newscast.  Clearly,  the  team's  accomplishments  were  due 


to  an  overall  domination  or  their  events. 

The  finals  were  followed  by  a  festive  banquet  and  an 
awards  ceremony.  In  overall  individual  speaker  standings, 
Luke  was  named  Second  Place  Speaker  at  the  tournament, 
and  Dan  First  Place  Speaker.  Such  a  joint  individual  success 
was  unheard  of  in  Selwyn  House  public  speaking  history. 
Dan,  due  to  his  placement  among  the  top  six  speakers, 
earned  the  right  to  compete  at  the  Worlds  Public  Speaking 
Tournament  in  March  2001  in  Reading,  England.  Due  to 
tournament  rules,  only  one  member  per  team  can  be  sent  to 
the  Worlds  from  the  IISPSC  Tournament.  This  meant  that 
Luke  could  not  qualify  directly;  however,  he  placed  second 
overall  at  the  National  Public  Speaking  Championship  at 
Winnipeg  in  January,  which  also  qualifies  him  to  compete 
in  the  Worlds.  Most  importantly,  this  was  the  first  Selwyn 
House  team  to  be  chosen  First  Canadian  Team  and  First 
Place  Team  at  the  tournament. 


Seniors  visit  M.A.B. 


By  Trevor  Shannon,  1 1C 


On  November  30,  2000,  a  group  of  Selwyn  House 
students,  led  by  Ms.  Biggs  and  Ms.  Wong,  set  out 
to  the  Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind  to  spend 
an  afternoon  playing  bingo  with  the  vision-impaired. 

Mind  you,  it  was  a  day  filled  with  much  more  than  this. 
When  we  entered  the  room  where  our  partners  were  waiting 
for  us,  each  student  was  quickly  paired  with  a  blind  or 
visually  impaired  man  or  woman. 

Our  purpose  was  to  help  our  partners  correctly  place 
their  pieces  on  their  bingo  boards.  When  somebody  won, 
we  were  sent  up  to  the  front  of  the  room  to  receive  a  prize 
chocolate  bar  for  them. 

As  the  day  progressed,  we  became  acquainted  with  our 
partners  and  established  new  friendships  with  them.  Many 
of  our  new  friends  were  relatively  elderly,  but  it  didn't  reel  as 
if  there  was  any  generation  gap.  In  fact,  although  technically 
we  were  there  to  help  them,  we  were  really  the  beneficiaries. 
So  many  of  our  partners  had  led  tremendously  interesting 
lives.  One  of  them  actually  worked  right  beside  our  school 
at  the  fire  station,  where  he  was  a  fireman  before  he  became 
blind.  His  enthusiasm  and  his  recollections  were  pretty  cool. 

It  became  clear  that  we  could  learn  a  few  lessons  in 
"sensitivity"  from  the  vision-impaired,  as  they  are  most 
expert  in  relying  upon  senses  other  than  sight  to  guide  them 
through  their  daily  routines.  I  remember  attending  an 
exhibit  for  sighted  people  some  years  ago  at  the  Just  For 
Laughs  Museum,  where  we  were  led  by  a  blind  tour  guide 


Lindsay  MacLean,  10C,  plays  bingo  with  an  MAB  client. 

through  the  normal  occurrences  we  all  experience  on  a  daily 
basis.  The  difference  was,  this  time  we  experienced  them  in 
utter  darkness.  It  was  not  only  frightening  but  also 
humbling.  We  stumbled  about  helplessly  while  our  guide 
picked  his  way  sure-footedly  to  the  finish. 

Our  visit  to  the  M.A.B.  was  the  second  time  I  have  been 
taught  how  difficult  it  can  be  to  be  blind,  and  how 
extremely  fortunate  we  are  to  be  sighted.  All  in  all,  our  day 
spent  with  the  vision-impaired  was  a  successful  one,  one 
that  taught  us  much  and  was  very  inspiring.  «gs 
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Senior  School  Honour  Roll 


January  2001 


Grade  9 

Barkun,  Jeff 
Bernstein,  Sean 
Cieply,  Adam 
Goldsman,  Joshua 
Jones,  Dylan 
Kwee,  Richard 
Leuzy,  Antoine 
Litvack,  Matt 

(High  Honours) 
McMurray,  Scott 
Munzar,  Jonathan 
O'Donovan,  Martin 
Pavlovic,  Luka 
Rigby,  Thomas 
Rudolph-Zbarsky,  Jamie 
Wathier,  Matthew 
Woloszyk,  Michael 
Wybo,  Alex 
Zummer,  Jaryd 

(High  Honours) 

Grade  10 

Bussandri,  Alexander 
Campbell,  Rob 

(High  Honours) 
Chon,  Bobby 
Cote,  Stephane 
Di  Muro,  Francesco 
Engel,  Arnold 

(High  Honours) 
Harris,  Jacob 
Hodhod,  Andrew 
Kong,  Sherwin 
Martin,  Keith 

(High  Honours) 


Grade  11  student  Daniel  Wilner 

posted  a  97-per-cent 

grade  average  for  the  Fall  term, 

the  highest  ever  recorded  at 

Selwyn  House. 

Martz,  Eric 
McKinney,  James 

(High  Honours) 
McMillan,  Scott 
Medalsy,  Jonathan 
Rosenhek,  Andy 

(High  Honours) 
Rossy,  Timothy 
Scalia,  John 
Setrakian,  Saro 
Sterle-Contala,  Michael 
Sternthal,  Adam 
Tory,  Nick 
Vexler,  Nathan 
Winiarski,  Thomas 
Wolfe,  Josh 
Yip,  Jeffrey 


Grade  11 

Auerbach-Ziogas,  Ilia 

(High  Honours) 
Bruce,  Patrick 
Bryson,  Christopher 
Cleland,  Andrew 
Constantinescu,  Thomas 

(High  Honours) 
Evans,  Thomas 
Fanaberia,  Christopher 
Frankel,  Steven 

(High  Honours) 
Gary,  Adrian 

(High  Honours) 
Grover,  Samuel 
Kaedbey,  Rayan 
Karim,  Faris 
Levy,  Stephane 
Lui,  Jon-Ian 

(High  Honours) 
Murgita,  Alan 
Naimark,  Jonas 
Newlove,  Christopher 
Reid,  Luke 
Rozencwajg,  Adam 

(High  Honours) 
Shell-Schnitzer,  Kyam 
Sniderman,  Andrew 

(High  Honours) 
St-Germain,  Marc 
Sweibel,  Mitchell 
Wilner,  Dan 

(High  Honours) 
Wong,  Andrew 
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Cum  Laude  certificate  winners 


The  Grade   1 1   students  and  Old  Boys  pictured 
above  were  elected  to  the  Cum  Laude  Society  at 
the  Selwyn  House  Founders'  Day  Assembly  on 
November  22. 

They  are,  from  left  to  right,  Geoffrey  Spielman, 
Sasha  Mandy,  Thomas  Constantinescu,  Michael  Gross, 
Steven  Frankel,  Matthew  Finn,  Andrew  Sniderman, 
Daniel  Wilner,  and  Chris  Robinson.  Absent  from  photo 
were  Alex  Black  and  Adrian  Gary. 

Two  teachers  were  also  chosen  to  receive  Cum  Laude 
certificates  in  the  same  ceremony.  In  the  photo  at  right 
are  this  year's  recipients,  English  teachers  Kathi  Biggs 
and  Pat  Shannon. 

The  Cum  Laude  Society  was  established  in  1906. 
Each  member  school  may  elect  up  to  twenty  per  cent  of 
honour  members  of  its  Senior  class  who  have 
demonstrated  academic  excellence  in  accordance  with 
the  philosophy  and  policies  of  the  school.  Only  students 
who  have  demonstrated  good  character,  honour,  and 
integrity  in  all  aspects  of  school  life  are  elected. 
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Reading  Week  now  Reading  Month 


Book  Fairs  in  French  and  English 


Above:  Vincent-Charles  Hodder,  6B,  browses  through  the 
many  titles  on  hand  at  the  Library  during  the  Book  Fair. 
Below  left,  Lucie  Papineau;  below  right,  Ludmilla  Zeman. 


This  year  marked  the  second  time  the  Selwyn  House 
Library  has  held  two  separate  events  to  celebrate 
reading:  a  Book  Fair  in  English  and  la  Foire  des  livres 
in  French.  In  this  way,  the  Reading  Week  of  previous  years 
has  been  expanded  into  a  Reading  Month. 

During  the  Book  Fairs,  Librarie  Monet,  Babar  Books 
and  Paragraphe  Books  provided  copies  of  their  latest  titles 
to  be  displayed  in  the  Library  for  students  or  their  parents 
to  buy. 

A  percentage  of  the  profits  from  books  sold  reverts  to 
the  School  Library,  Librarian  Virginia  Ferguson  points  out. 
"This  is  more  of  a  public  relations  effort  in  favour  of 
reading,"  she  explains. 

The  event  is  made  possible  through  the  "tremendous" 
effort  of  the  Library's  team  of  volunteers,  says  Mrs. 
Ferguson. 

Students  competed  for  gift  certificates  in  a  "Guess  the 
Author"  contest. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  year's  fairs  was  the  Guest 
Author  series,  in  which  renowned  children's  authors  gave 
readings  to  elementary  students. 

Guest  Author  for  la  Foire  des  livres  was  Lucie  Papineau, 
a  well-known  Quebec  author  and  illustrator.  Ludmilla 
Zeman  and  Bernice  Gold  spoke  to  students  during  the 
English  Book  Fair. 

Zeman  is  an  award-winning  author  and  illustrator  from 
Czechoslovakia,  who  specializes  in  the  re-telling  of  old  folk 
tales  and  epics. 
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From  Liverpool  to  Hollywood 


New  titles  for  wintertime  reading 


Now  that  winter  is  fully  upon 
us,  it  is  the  perfect  time  to 
think  about  curling  up  by  the 
fire  with  a  good  book,  and  there  are 
many  new  and  interesting  selections  in 
the  Library. 

Our  two  Book  Fairs  in 
the  month  of  November 
were  a  great  success;  \a  Foire 
des  Livres  by  Librairie  Monet 
brought  in  $7,000.00  for 
the  dealers,  of  which  the 
SHS  library  receives  fifteen 
per  cent,  and  many  books 
were  donated  to  the  Library 
collection.  Our  annual 
Paragraphe  and  Babar  Book 
Fair  brought  in  more  than 
$9,000.00  and  many  lovely 
books  were  purchased  with 
the  proceeds.  Our  thanks  to 
all  those  who  donated 
books,  all  who  participated 
in  the  contests  during 
Reading  Month  and,  all  the 
volunteers  who  worked  with 
the  books  on  the  days  of  the 
fairs.  If  you  are  interested  in 
working  with  a  parent  group 
in  organizing  the  Book  Fairs 
next  year,  please  do  call 
Sharon  Cozens  and  say  so. 
We  need  all  the  help  we  can 
get. 

Now,    let    me    tell    you 
about       some       of       our 
wonderful       new       books! 
Perhaps   the   most   handled 
book     on     the     donation 
display  shelves  has  been  the 
one  donated  by  the  Parent  Volunteer 
Committee,    The   Beatles  Anthology. 
Boys  and  staff  alike  have  spent  hours  in 
the  library  browsing  through  it. 

Close     beside     that     as     a     staff 
attraction  were  the  two  new  modern 


By  Virginia  Ferguson,  Head  Librarian 

art  and  sculpture  books,  which  along 
with  the  pop-art  collection  and  history 
will  make  a  well-rounded  addition  to 
our  art  history  collection.  A  wonderful 
addition  to  our  biography  section,  and 
perhaps  a  good  hint  for  a  family  gift  is 


Lance  Armstrong's  It's  Not  About  the 
Bike,  My  Journey  Back  to  Life.  What  a 
heroic  and  inspiring  tale.  And,  of 
course,  all  the  personal  Birthday  Book 
donations  were  very  much 
appreciated,    including    the    Oxford 


Companion  to  British  History,  the 
whimsical  picture  book,  The  Egg,  and 
Barbara  Reid's  "claymation"  retelling 
of  The  Golden  Goose. 

Among  the  fiction  picks  that  will 
be  chosen  by  students  and  staff  are  the 
newest  James  Lee  Burke 
mystery,  Purple  Cane  Road, 
and,  of  course,  the  new 
Mario  Puzo,  Omerta. 

My  personal  favorite 
this  past  fall  season  has 
been  Joyce  Carol  Oates's 
newest  work  of  fiction, 
Blond,  loosely  based  on  the 
life  of  movie-star  legend 
Marilyn  Monroe.  As  a 
California  native,  and 
frequenter  of  the  Saturday 
matinees  in  the  Burbank 
cinema  palaces,  the  time 
and  the  place  do  resonate 
with  me,  because  I  grew  up 
there.  After  all,  Debbie 
Reynolds  graduated  from 
Burbank  High  10  years 
before  me  (while  Marilyn 
Monroe  did  not)  and  my 
first  boyfriend  played  first 
base  on  the  Burbank  High 
team  against  Van  Nuys 
High  School  first  baseman 
Robert  Redford. 

If  ancient  Hollywood 
also  interests  you,  let  me 
also  recommend  to  you 
City  of  Nets,  by  Otto 
Friedrich,  a  portrait  of 
Hollywood  in  the  1940s. 
Conjure  up  a  cross  between 
Chinatown  and  L.A.  Confidential.  It  is 
great  history  and,  if  you  would  like  to 
borrow  it  from  SHS,  just  give  me  a  call 
and  I'll  send  it  home  with  your  son. 
I  do  wish  you  a  bright  New  "real 

millennium"  Year  ahead.  tfj 

• 
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Gryphons  win  GMAA  football  championship 


The  triumphant  Gryphons  send  up 

a  victory  cheer. 
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From  left,  Roberto  Brunetti,  Phil  Schlatter  and  Kyam  Shell- 
Schnitzer  unfurl  the  championship  banner. 


This  fall  the  Senior  Gryphon  Football  team  ended  a 
long,  great  season  by  winning  the  Juvenile  City 
Championship. 
Despite  a  slow  start  to  the  season  with  the  loss  of  a  key 
player,  Tim  Howick,  the  Gryphons  managed  to  pull  out  and 
win  their  last  six  games  to  capture  the  gold.  Domenico 
Brunetti  jumped  in  to  help  the  running  attack.  This,  along 
with  his  great  kicking,  was  a  key  to  several  wins.  One  of  the 
team's  main  assets  this  year  was  having  a  young  offensive 
line — Tim  Rossy  and  Jon  Munzar — led  by  Seniors  Adam 
Rozencwajg,  Faris  Karim  and  Rayan  Kaedbey.  In  a  playoff 
game,  the  loss  of  linebacker  Roberto  Brunetti  was  a  blow, 
but  Alex  Bussandri  filled  in  and  played  two  ways  to  keep  the 
team  alive.  Trevor  Shannon,  our  quarterback,  went  down 
with  an  ankle  injury,  but  rebounded  back  to  lead  the  team 
to  a  championship.  While  he  was  out,  Boule  Nguyen 
stepped  up  and  held  the  team  together.  Slotback  Mitchell 
Sweibel  had  another  great  year. 

The  defence  was  anchored  by  the  veteran  play  of 
linebacker  Philip  Schaffer  and  safety  Matt  Hendy.  In  the 
championship  game,  rookie  Marc  Schwarz's  key 
interception  was  the  turning  point  in  the  game.  The 
Gryphons  responded  with  a  scoring  drive  of  ninety  yards, 
including  key  catches  by  seniors  Jonathan  Meritt  and  Geoff 
Garbarino. 

The  juvenile  football  team  has  much  to  look  forward  to 
next  year,  as  veterans  Alex  Bussandri,  Scott  McMillan,  and 
Torrey  Mitchell  return.  Many  thanks  to  our  coaches,  Mike 
and  Tom  Downey,  and  head  coach  Mike  Maurovich. 
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Omnium  de  Quebec  Wrestling 

Selwyn  House  wrestlers  first  in  tournament 


The  Selwyn  House  Wrestling  Team  took  first  place  as  a 
team  at  the  Novice  Division  of  the  20th  Annual  Omnium 
de  Quebec  Wrestling  Tournament  held  Saturday, 
December  2,  2000,  at  Riverdale  High  School  in  Pierrefonds. 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Gryphons  in  the  Novice  Division 
were:  Nicholas  Zaharia,  with  a  Gold  Medal;  Alex  Browman, 
with  a  Silver  Medal;  Shawn  Errunza,  with  a  Bronze  Medal;  and 
Doug  Largan,  who  also  won  a  Bronze  Medal. 

There  were  over  100  wrestlers  from  Quebec,  Ontario,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  New  York  in  the  Novice  Division  and  over 
250  in  the  tournament. 

In  the  Bantam/Cadet  Division,  Najib  Sallman  was  the  top 
performer,  winning  a  Gold  Medal,  while  Tom  Hatzithomas  was 
the  top  performer  in  the  Juvenile/Junior  Division,  winning  a 
Silver  Medal  with  a  tough  loss  to  a  top  wrestler  from  Ontario  in 
the  finals. 

The  Gryphon  wrestlers  face  a  busy  schedule  after  Christmas, 
with  six  dual  meets  and  two  tournaments  before  the  season 
finishes  with  the  Provincial  Championships  in  St.  Cesaire,  and 
the  GMAA  Championships  at  Kahnawake  Survival  School. 

"With  a  large  number  or  veterans  on  the  team  and  an 
outstanding  rookie  crop,  the  Gryphons  can  be  expected  to  place 
well  at  the  championships  this  year,"  says  coach  Rob  Moore. 


Maurice  Knecht  9C  (left)  and  Tom  Hatzithomas  11 C 
in  practice. 


Le  virage  informatique,  des  la  Maternelle 


Par  Valerie  Samson  KB 


L'arrivee  massive  des  technologies  et  des  portables  a 
Selwyn  House  cette  annee  a  change  certaines  de  nos 
pratiques  pedagogiques.  En  effet,  cela  nous  a  permis 
de  developper  de  nouveaux  projets  et  de  creer  des  activites 
bien  interessantes.  De  plus,  cela  s'est  fait  avec  la 
participation  de  toute  la  classe  en  meme  temps,  quelque 


David  Smith  et  Dat  Nguyen  a  I'ordinateur  portable. 


chose  qui  aurait  ete  impossible  avant  le  virage  informatique. 
Avec  l'aide  de  nos  deux  techniciens,  Scott  Kilbride  et 
Michael  Kane,  nous  osons  maintenant  experimenter  de 
nouveaux  projets  informatiques.  En  cas  de  pepin,  le  support 
technique  est  toujours  disponible. 

Tous  les  garcons  de  Tecole  en  profitent,  meme  les  eleves 
de  la  Maternelle.  Au  mois  de  decembre,  les  eleves  de  La 
Maternelle  B  ont  travaille  en  equipe  avec  les  eleves  de  La 
Cinquieme  a  la  redaction  d'un  conte  de  Noel.  Le  garcon  de 
Maternelle  inventait  l'histoire  et  le  coequipier  de  cinquieme 
tapait  le  texte  sur  un  portable.  Par  la  suite,  ils  ont  ensemble 
cree  des  illustrations  en  utilisant  le  logiciel  StoryBook 
Weaver.  Les  resultats  ont  ete  remarquables.  Les  ordinateurs 
portables  utilises  en  classe  sont  un  support  interessant  a 
1'enseignement.  Ce  type  dactvite  est  enrichissant  autant 
pour  les  enseignants  que  pour  les  eleves.  Plus  que  tout,  il  fut 
interessant  de  voir  Famine  et  l'entraide  qui  se  sont 
developpes  entre  des  eleves  de  groupes  d'ages  si  differents. 
Une  preuve  que  les  technologies  peuvent  aussi  rapprocher 
les  gens! 
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Laptop  Computers  in  School 

Mobile  computing  comes  to  Selwyn  House 

By  Brenda  Rilling,  Head  of  the  Computer  Science  Department 

In  a  recent  article  for  The  Parents' 
Newsletter,  I  wrote  about  Selwyn 
House  School's  approach  to  the 
laptop  movement  in  K-12  schools.  In 
addition  to  our  two  computer  labs, 
Selwyn  House  now  has  a  laptop  cart 
that  holds  22  IBM  ThinkPads,  which 
can  be  signed  out  by  any  teacher  to  use 
with  their  class.  The  wireless  access 
point  allows  quick  connection  to  the 
school  network  and  the  Internet 
without  a  jumble  of  cables.  From 
Maternelle  through  Grade  1 1 ,  teachers 
and  students  are  turning  their  regular 
classrooms  into  computer-enhanced, 
connected  classrooms. 

Recently,  I  took  some  time  to 
review  a  number  of  studies  that  have 
examined  schools  using  formal  laptop 
programs  -  where  students  must 
acquire  their  own  laptop  to  bring  to 
and  from  school  for  use  in  most  of 
their  classes.  (Some  of  these  studies  are 
listed  at  the  end  of  this  article.)  Laptop 
programmes  are  a  complex  and 
sometimes  controversial  subject.  I 
could  not  begin  to  discuss  the  concept 
thoroughly  here,  but  some  of  the 
findings  are  interesting.  According  to 
these  studies,  the  benefits  of  laptop 
programmes  can  be  partially 
summarized  as  follows: ' 

1.  Improved  Computer  Skills 
This  may  be  an  obvious  advantage, 

but  today,  computer  skills  are 
necessary,  not  just  for  the  workplace, 
but  computers  are  practically  a 
required  tool  for  university  students. 

2.  Increased  Student  Participation 
Several    studies    suggested    that, 

when  working  on  a  laptop,  students 
spent  more  time  on-task,  and  they 
were  less  reluctant  to  finish  mundane 
work  such  as  data  collection  and 
making  graphs.  In  other  classrooms,  it 
was    suggested    that    some    students 


Grade  2  students  Nicholas  Backman  (left)  and  Adam  Ribkoff  figure  out 
how  to  navigate  the  IBM  ThinkPad. 


showed  greater  confidence  in  their 
work,  and  greater  self-reliance. 

3.  Increased  Student  Motivation 
Students     seemed     to     be     more 

interested  and  participated  more  in 
classes  while  using  laptops.  On  survey 
questions,  students  using  laptops 
demonstrated  more  positive  attitudes 
toward  the  subject  at  hand. 

4.  Enhanced  Problem-Solving  Skills 
Supporters     of    laptop     learning 

believe  that,  because  less  time  is 
required  to  accomplish  tasks  using 
lower-order  cognitive  skills  such  as 
collecting  data  and  charting,  more 
time  can  be  spent  on  higher-order 
thinking  skills  such  as  analysis  and 
critical  evaluation  of  data. 

5.  Constructivist  Learning  Practices 


Teachers  in  laptop  classrooms  used 
more  constructivist  learning  practices, 
including  student-led  inquiry  and 
collaborative  learning,  instead  of  a 
didactic  teaching  approach. 
6.  More,  Longer,  and, 
Possibly,  Better  Writing 

When  using  laptops,  students  write 
longer  pieces  more  often,  they  edit 
their  work  more,  and  they 
demonstrate  better  writing  skills.  They 
spend  more  time  performing  writing 
tasks  (essays,  homework,  taking  notes); 
they  write  longer  pieces,  spend  more 
time  editing,  and  produce  work  of 
better  quality  with  fewer  spelling  and 
grammar  errors.  In  one  study,  it  was 
found  that  laptop  students  performed 
better  on  writing  assessments  in  terms 
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of  content,  organization,  language, 
voice,  style,  and  mechanics  in  two  out 
of  three  schools. 

7.  Change  in  Classroom  Dynamic 

Laptop  use  creates  a  unique 
classroom  environment,  balancing 
formal  teaching  methods  with 
independent  and  group  learning 
activities.  Learning  may  be  more 
collaborative,  and  the  relationship  with 
the  teacher  changes. 

8.  Improved  Learning  Strategies 
One    study    found    that    laptop 

students  more  often  and  more 
consistently  did  things  considered  to 
be  good  learning  strategies,  such  as 
outlining  papers,  writing  summaries, 
looking  up  new  words,  and  editing 
work  before  submitting  it. 

A  catalyst  for  change 

These  findings  are  compelling. 
These  studies  suggest  that  laptops  may 
be  a  catalyst  for  change  to  different 
teaching  practices.  The  authors  all 
insist  that,  with  or  without  laptops, 
great  teachers  are  still  necessary  in  the 
classroom. 

Of  course,  there  are  challenges 
associated  with  having  laptops  in  the 
classroom.  Student  achievement 
doesn't  automatically  increase. 
Teachers,  as  always,  must  monitor 
student  activity.  In  addition,  there  are 
the  physical  challenges  involved. 
Laptop  computers  are  still  heavy  to 
carry,  and,  even  though  prices  have 
dropped,  they  are  not  inexpensive. 
These  are  not  ttivial  concerns. 

While  Selwyn  House  School  does 
not  have  a  formal  laptop  programme, 
we  still  value  technology-enriched 
education.  We  hope  to  provide  the 
benefits  of  laptop  learning  with  our 
approach  that  offers  access  to 
technology  without  insisting  that  each 
student  have  his  own  laptop. 

Recently,    Bruce    Dixon,    a   laptop 


programme  specialist  from  Australia, 
visited  Selwyn  House  and  gave  a 
presentation  about  teaching  and 
learning  with  laptops.  Mr.  Dixon  has 
worked  with  many  laptop  schools  in 
Australia  and  the  United  States, 
helping  them  in  their  efforts  to  develop 
the  conditions  for  successful  laptop 
projects.  While  discussing  the  rationale 
and  benefits  of  laptop  programmes,  he 
pointed  out  that  all  organizations,  even 
successful  ones,  must  adapt  and 
innovate. 

He  also  reminded  us  that  any 
pedagogical  innovation  must  improve 
outcomes.  But  we  must  remember  that 
education  is  about  more  than  just 
grades  and  test  scores.  We  often 
overlook     the     other     impacts     of 

With  or  without  laptops, 

great  teachers  are 

still  necessary. 

curriculum,  which  are  difficult  to 
measure.  A  school's  curriculum  affects 
student  behaviour,  attitudes  toward 
school,  ability  to  learn  independently, 
student  self-image,  and  pteparation  for 
adult  life  and  professional  careers. 

Our  teachers  are  enthusiastic  about 
using  the  laptops  with  their  classes. 
LCD  display  units  and  the 
SmartBoard  allow  teachers  to  deliver 
instruction  using  the  laptop.  Because 
every  student  can  use  a  laptop,  they 
can  be  active  learners.  The  Maternelle 
students  used  the  laptops  cooperatively 
with  Grade  5  students  in  an  activity 
that  used  Internet  resources.  Grade  1 1 
Chemistry  classes  use  the  laptops  to 
record  and  graph  their  data  much 
faster.  One  section  of  the  Grade  9 
Computer  Technology  class  is  taught 
entirely  using  the.set  of  laptops.  Several 


classes  through  the  Middle  and  Senior 
school  have  used  the  laptops  to  do 
research  on  the  Internet  and  complete 
writing  activities. 

Trying  a  new  approach 

Traditionally,  schools  have  been 
slow  to  accept  change,  but  I  must 
commend  Selwyn  House  teachers  for 
their  willingness  to  try  new  approaches 
and  to  spend  the  time  learning  new 
skills  and  pedagogical  techniques. 
They  understand  the  students' 
excitement  about  working  with 
computers,  and  they  have  been  creative 
in  developing  new  lessons  and 
adapting  activities.  In  assessing  Selwyn 
House's  laptop  project  so  far,  I  would 
say  that  any  project  that  combines 
eager  students  with  creative  and 
enthusiastic  teachers  is  a  success,  and  I 
believe  we  are  just  beginning  to  see  the 
possibilities. 

Some  of  the  studies  I  have  reviewed 
are  online  for  those  who  are  interested 
in  finding  out  more  about  laptop 
programmes: 

The  Rockman  Studies,  now  in  its 
fourth  year,  is  an  on-going  evaluation 
of  laptop  schools.  The  reports  of  the 
first  three  years  of  this  study  can  be 
found  at: 

http://www.microsoft.com/educati 
on/aal/research.asp 

An  interview  with  Dr.  Acosta-Sing, 
principal  of  a  laptop  school  in  New 
York  City: 

http://www.microsoft.com/presspa 
ss/features/2000/sept00/09- 1 1  aai.asp 

A  report  on  the  Athens  Academy 
laptop  programme: 

http://lpsl.coe.uga.edu/Projects/AA 
laptop/index.html 

The  Beaufort  County  Middle 
School  Laptop  Programme  Evaluation 
Report  Year  3: 

http://www.beaufort.kl2.sc.us/dist 
rict/evalreport3.htm. 
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Argyle  Shop  News 
Barbara  Molson,  Volunteer 

The  Argyle  Shop  has  recently  donated  550  crested  place- 
settings  to  the  Selwyn  House  dining  room.  These  china 
dishes  bearing  the  School's  logo  have  replaced  the  old  green 
plastic  dishes  that  were  used  for  the  boys'  lunches. 

The  feedback  has  been  very  positive  from  both  the  boys 
and  the  staff.  Normand,  the  chef,  says  that  these  dishes  are 
going  to  save  in  the  area  of  $3500  per  year  on  rental  costs 
for  dinners  hosted  by  the  school,  such  as  the  Founder's  Day 
dinners,  the  Old  Boys'  dinners,  various  parent  receptions 
and  the  like. 

A  portion  of  the  shop's  1999-2000  profits  were  allocated 
to  purchase  these  dishes,  and  of  course  the  remaining  profits 
have  been  pledged  to  the  School's  Capital  Campaign  fund. 

At  Founder's  Day,  the  School  honoured  its  volunteers 
who  gave  their  time  last  year  on  various  committees.  We 
would  like  to  take  note  of  two  volunteers  who  we  bade 
farewell  at  the  end  of  last  year.  Ann  Robert-Morin  (Edouard 
'00)  began  working  in  the  shop  in  1996  and  served  parents 
every  Thursday  afternoon.  We  thank  her  for  all  of  the  hard 
work  and  long  hours  that  she  devoted  to  receiving,  re- 
stocking and  organizing  inventory.  We  appreciate  that  this 
was  never  an  easy  task  when  dealing  with  floods,  storage 
space  shortages  and  climbing  numerous  flights  of  stairs  to 
stock  merchandise  on  the  shelves.  We  will  all  miss  Ann's 
talent  in  making  our  display  box  at  the  Front  Entrance  look 
so  enchanting... but,  most  of  all,  it  is  her  quick  sense  of 
humour  that  we  will  long  for. 

Martha  Beattie  (Sam  '02)  joined  the  shop  in  1997. 
Among  the  other  volunteer  positions  that  Martha  held  at 
the  School,  she  made  time  to  give  positive  contributions  to 
the  Argyle  Shop.  Martha  started  by  helping  in  a  public 
relations  capacity  and  writing  articles  for  The  Parents' 
Newsletter  and  Veritas.  Later,  Martha  represented  the  Argyle 
Shop  at  the  architectural  committee  meetings  to  ensure  the 
shop's  needs  were  met  in  the  shop's  new  location  in  the 
soon-to-be  new  building.  We  will  miss  Martha's  engaging 
personality,  as  well  as  her  enthusiasm  for  tackling  numerous 
volunteer  projects  in  which  she  was  involved. 
Staff  Support  Committee 
Judy  Martin,  Coordinator 

The  Staff  Support  Committee  continues  to  fill  in  the 
gaps  to  lend  support,  whenever  needed  by  any  member  of 
staff. 

The  lunch  monitor  program,  under  the  leadership  of 
Marion  Buchanan,  got  off  to  a  flying  start  in  early 
September.  This  enables  the  elementary  teachers  to  conduct 
their  weekly   meeting   over   the   lunch   hour.   Thanks   to 


A  new  elegance  now  adorns  the  dining  room. 
A  place  setting  of  the  new  dishes  with  the  School's  logo. 

Marion  and  her  team  of  mothers! 

There  have  been  two  drama  productions  this  term. 
Najwa  Sallman  has  assisted  Julie  Heath  with  sets,  make-up, 
costumes  and  all  the  finer  production  details.  Thank  you, 
Najwa,  and  all  parents  who  helped  out. 

Irene  Bass  is  doing  a  great  job  updating  the  bulletin 
board  in  the  main  entrance  of  the  Lucas  Building.  If  you 
have  any  pictures  from  Selwyn  House  events,  leave  them 
with  Annie  in  the  front  office  and  we  will  be  happy  to 
display  them  for  all  parents  and  boys  to  see. 

The  New  Year  has  been  a  busy  one  with  Science  Fair, 
Expo-Sciences,  and  the  Pre-Provincial  Debating 
Tournament.  Thanks  to  all  of  our  volunteer  judges  for  these 
events.  If  you  are  interested  in  speaking  about  your  career 
on  Career  Day,  April  4  or  5,  please  contact  the  School. 

Thanks  to  all  parents  for  their  continued  support. 
Without  it,  many  events  at  Selwyn  House  would  simply  not 
take  place. 

Social  and  Public  Relations 

Nadine  Tsoukas  and  Maria  Zammit,  Coordinators 

Our  committee  this  fall  continued  to  help  at  Admission 
events  including  the  Grades  7-11  Entrance  Exams  where 
members  were  available  to  answer  parents'  questions  about 
the  School.  In  January,  volunteers  were  available  for 
Kindergarten  and  Grades  1-4  testing. 

Our  Special  Events  volunteers  discussed  the  possibility 
of  holding  a  gala  to  celebrate  the  "Making  Room  for  the 
Future"  Capital  Campaign.  In  lieu  of  a  gala,  it  was 
proposed    to    the    Capital    Campaign    Cabinet    that    a 
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celebration  take  place  at  the  School  upon  completion  of  the 
new  building  in  2002.  We  are  now  busy  with  preparations 
for  this  event. 

Parent  Support 
Leslie  Frankel,  Coordinator 

The  November  24th  Book  Club  discussion,  led  by  Dr. 
Paul  Rossy,  was  a  great  success  attended  by  over  twenty-five 
parents  eager  to  discuss  The  Six  Pillars  of  Self  Esteem,  by 
Nathaniel  Branden.  Branden  stresses  the  importance  of  self- 
esteem  in  our  children.  Showing  respect  towards  others  is 
the  first  step  toward  improving  self-esteem.  As  parents,  we 
must  be  models  of  respect,  as  our  children  learn  by  seeing 
and  doing.  The  trend  today,  as  can  be  seen  on  television 
shows  our  kids  watch,  is  for  children  to  be  disrespectful.  It 
is,  therefore,  up  to  parents  to  take  action  to  counteract  this 
trend.  Young  people  must  be  made  to  realize  that  a  simple 
"thank  you"  to  a  coach,  a  teacher,  or  a  parent  can  go  a  long 
way. 

In  fact,  the  success  of  the  Book  Club  has  generated  an 
early  morning  support  group,  meeting  under  the  name 
"Coffee  Break,"  moderated  by  Selwyn  House  parent  Dr. 
Judi  Fish-Levitt,  for  parents  to  talk  to  other  parents  who 
have  similar  concerns.  Be  sure  to  save  the  date  of  February 
16,  2001  for  Book  Club  #  2,  centered  this  time  around  The 
Seven  Habits  of  Highly  Effective  Families  by  Stephen  Covey. 
Remember,  ours  is  an  informal  discussion  group  and  much 
can  be  gleaned,  even  if  you  have  not  read  the  book. 

On  the  drawing  board  for  the  new  year:  a  Lifestyle 
Design  workshop  offered  by  Dr.  Paul  Rossy  and  aimed  at 
senior  students.  Don't  just  fall  into  a  vocation  —  plan  a 
lifestyle. 

Community  Service 
Susan  Einhorn,  Coordinator 

This  past  month,  the  Community  Service  Committee 
focused  on  different  ways  to  inform  all  the  Selwyn  House 
constituencies  of  the  many  organizations  seeking 
volunteers,  and  of  specific  community  service  events  at 
which  out  boys  could  assist.  The  committee  decided  that 
every  month  it  will  send  out  a  flyer  listing  upcoming 
activities  requiring  volunteer  assistance.  The  flyers  will  be 
distributed  to  students  and  their  parents  via  the  mailbag,  as 
well  as  to  school  staff.  The  first  flyers  were  sent  out  at  the 
end  of  November. 

The  committee  has  been  working  with  Mr.  Morrison  to 
put  the  Community  Service  database  on  the  school  Web 
site.  Once  completed,  the  information  will  be  readily 
accessible  to  teachers,  students,  and  parents. 

Finally,  the  committee  conducted  a  survey  of  the  boys  in 
Grades  7-1 1  to  see  the  types  of  community  service  activities 


Sheri  Diemer  and  her  son  Blake,  3B, 

serve  up  bagels  at  the  Holiday  Brunch 

organized  by  teachers  and  Class  Parents. 

in  which  the  boys  are  already  volunteering  and  in  which 
others  they'd  like  to  participate.  We  found  that  a  large 
number  of  boys  helped  at  the  school,  but  in  general  they  did 
not  volunteer,  but  were  recruited.  A  small  number  of  boys 
participated  in  a  variety  of  other  activities,  including 
coaching  sports  and  participating  in  special  fund-raising 
events  for  cancer  and  AIDS  research. 
Class  Parents 
Karma  Hallward  and  Rosemary  Niro,  Coordinators 
After  a  busy  Fall,  a  few  days'  rest  was  a  welcome  relief  before 
the  month  of  December  made  its  appearance.  Holiday 
decorating  was  the  first  otder  of  business,  helping  the 
teachers  make  the  individual  classrooms  festive  for  the 
month.  The  common  rooms  in  the  school,  such  as  the 
entrances  to  the  Lucas  and  Macaulay  buildings  and  the 
lunch  room,  were  also  beautifully  decorated  by  a  group  of 
class  parents.  The  final  task  was  the  gathering  and  packaging 
of  the  food  baskets  to  be  handed  out  to  the  less  fortunate 
before  the  holiday  break.  Games  and  toys  were  also 
purchased  for  the  children  with  money  collected  by  the 
homeroom  teacher.  Grade  3  was  kept  especially  busy 
singing  at  the  annual  Toy  Tea  at  Ogilvy's  in  early  December. 
As  well,  the  following  class  events  took  place:  Grade  10 
mothers  held  a  Holiday  Lunch,  Grade  3  parents  and 
children  held  a  Holiday  Brunch,  and  Grade  1  parents 
organized  a  Hannukah  Parry.  ;; 
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'Making  Room  for  the  Future' 
A  Capital  Campaign  Update 


By:  John  Hallward,  78,  (Parent  of  Derek  2007,  Evan  2009) 
Parent  Division  Representative,  Capital  Campaign 


Wow!  $8.6  million  dollars  of  a  $10.5- 
million  goal  have  been  raised  to 
date,  thanks  to  the  generous 
donations  of  current  parents,  Old  Boys, 
foundations,  faculty  and  staff,  friends  and 
corporations. 

What  a  great  beginning!  The  Advancement 
Office  will  continue  to  make  follow-up  calls  to 
current  parents  this  month  before  launching 
the  Alumni  Division  of  the  campaign  in  the 
spring  and  die  Friends  Division  in  the  summer. 
Our  facilities  need  upgrading.  Now  is  die 
time  for  everyone  to  get  involved.  Although  we 
are  doing  well,  the  last  million  is  the  hardest  to 
get.  All  your  gifts  (large  and  small)  are 
important  to  us.  Please  help  support  this 
campaign  and  help  us  make  room  lor  the 
fumre. 


Parent  Donor  Status 


Not  This  Year 
14% 


34% 
In  Progress 


A  close-up  of  the  architect's  model  showing  how  the  new  building  will  blend  into  the  existing  Selwyn  House  campus. 

The  proposed  building,  shown  in  white,  will  connect  to  the  west  end  of  the  Lucas  building  and  will  be  linked  via  a  tunnel 

to  the  east  end  of  the  Macaulay  Building.  It  will  house  a  new  library/learning  centre  on  the  top  floor,  a  state-of-the-art 

computer  centre  on  the  second  floor  and  classrooms,  offices  and  an  agora  on  the  main  floor.  A  gymnasium  will  be  built 

underground.  Once  the  new  building  is  complete,  renovations  in  the  Lucas  Building  will  begin. 


